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W elcome to Atami SGG International Club and our October newsletter. We are a group of like-minded
volunteers, Japanese and foreign, all living in Atami.

If you have any language problem, please contact us. We have several members who, between us, speak
English, German, Spanish, Italian, French and Chinese.

G eisha are professionals who liven up parties with traditional Japanese o ¥
performing arts such as dancing and shamisen. To become a geisha, 105‘]63(3) )" ;‘?
they undergo rigorous training. Geisha are called by various names, such = , e

as "geiko" or "geisha" in the Kanto region, and "geiko" in the Kansai re- L% mwio- nadh
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The Atami Geisha Union was established in 1932. There were 27-28 geisha \ o~ \«.‘__(/\)
and former geisha around 1918 increasing to 195 in 1936. In 1950, there %
was a great fire in Atami, and many okiyas burned down. This led to a sig-
nificant change in the cityscape, and the office moved several times until
the current union was established. The new union building was completed
in 1954. It was a magnificent building for the time and thought to be the
best geisha union in the Tokai region.
In 1990, “Atami Odori” was held, which had been long sought after, and
this year, on October 6th after the Covid pandemic, it will be held for the
32nd time after a five-year interval. The “Atami Odori” is an opportunity for Atami geiko to show the
results of their daily training. This year, the curtain will open with a creative debayashi, a song inspired
by the image of a dragon. The performance will also include Okiwazu, Nagauta, Hauta, etc., and is well

worth seeing.
Atami city regards Atami Geiko as the representative culture of Atami, and actively promotes them both

in and out of the city. In June 1998, the Geiko Kenban (association of geisha houses) was opened to the
public under the title "Geigi Kenban Wandering - Yumemachi Odori Flower Dance". Every month (except
summer) on Saturdays & Sundays (from 11:00), you can enjoy live traditional Atami performing arts right
in front of you.
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October Events
10/7 Atami SGG Monthly Mtg 14;30-15:30; English 10/12-14, 26-27 Market at Nagahama Kaihin Park

lesson 15:30-17:00 (Fukushi Ctr.,6th Fl) (9:00-15:00)

10/1-12/1 Atami Art Festival 10/13, 27 Sunday Morning Market (Nagisasho Park
10/2,3 Seniors Music Festival (Marine Spa Atami)  7:00-9:00)

10/5-6 Yumae Shrine Autum Festival 10/14, 19 Fireworks (Atami Seaside)

10/6 32nd Atami Odori (Atami Geigi Kenban) 10/26-27 14th Atami Seafood Festival (Atami Seaside)

10/12-13 Shimotaga Shrine Festival

CS60&A Egreen CS60 stands for Cell smooth 60. Using a special palm-sized
treatment device designed to energize the 60 trillion cells in the body, the entire
body is rubbed over the clothes to detoxify the body. It also helps to improve
metabolism, relieve stress, and improve mental and physical ailments. We are
committed to helping as many people as possible live healthy and happy lives,
and we hope you will try our treatment and experience it for yourself. Contact:

juawiasnianpy

We are developing our resources for the benefit of Atami residents. Is
there some useful information about life in Atami you would like to know
or share? We would be delighted to hear from you at info@atamisgg.com
The QR codes will take you to our website & Instagram account (you may
see a google ad).
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